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Bob Strodel, Executive Direct

HIGHLIGHTS
Fundraising

“75 for 75” Weekend of Giving: We held a
successful Weekend of Giving once again over
Changeover Weekend with a special theme for
Brookwoods’ 75th year. Thanks especially to
those 18 donors who Joined the Journey for the
first time during this weekend.

Thank you for supporting camp with your
charitable giving in 2019. A healthy Annual
Fund keeps the ministry strong and brings
more kids to camp to hear about the life
changing love of Jesus.

Anniversary Auction: Another Anniversary
themed event was the silent auction held to
boost our Scholarship Fund. The Auction yielded
$3,600 to bring kids to camp with some vintage
Brookwoods signs receiving the most bids.

On the Northern Front …
This past year, Moose River Outpost in Maine saw
a record number of monther campers (48), a full
WILD 1 group (for only the 2nd time in its history),
broke ground on the new skeet shooting range, and
served more campers than ever! We are so thankful
that more and more campers are discovering this
unique and beautiful 7,000 acre property.

The Brookwoods and Deer
Run Cabins are Looking Good!
We are making progress with our cabin
renovations project with Beaver and Bear getting
the standard Brookwoods upgrade (extra room,
new electrical, and an expanded bathroom). At
Deer Run, Reindeer received a new porch and Elk
and Antelope now have new floors and upgraded
sinks and countertops. We are especially
excited about the work that was completed in 2019
on the Badger cabin. Two new wings were added to
accommodate the male SALT 1 and SALT 2 (Servant and
Leadership Training) participants. We are delighted that
this newest leadership program has been well-received
and is consistently filled.

A new face in the kitchen:
We were pleased to welcome Jon Cooper as our new Food Service Director in
May of 2019. He and the family were barely settled in when the campers began
streaming through the gates on Incoming Day. Jon rose to the challenge and
treated the campers and staff with some new creations like gutter sundaes and
100 foot subs. We can’t wait to see what he comes
up with this year!

What a Weekend!
In July 2019, Camp Brookwoods hosted
over 400 camp alumni who returned for a
special Anniversary Weekend Celebration
to give thanks for 75 years of God’s
faithfulness. It was a special time of
fellowship, campfires, remembrances,
and special programs. The weekend
concluded with a joint worship service
of 800 combined campers and alumni
praising God together under the tent
on the front lawn!

Year End Goals: Once again, our faithful
ministry partners helped us meet our year-end
goals. We are especially grateful to our donors
for providing $252,000 in donations to cover the
financial assistance given to campers in 2019!
Giving Back: The Campfire Circle Monthly
Donor Program and the 1944 Heritage Society
continues to gain members. For more information
on these special donor programs, visit
christiancamps.net/give-back/

Rene Santos Brookwoods Staff

Lives
Transformed
Colin Wolgemuth

Moose River Outpost Staff
I was invited to work at Moose River Outpost (MRO) during a
crisis time in my family. My parents had recently separated,
and I was struggling with confusion and grief in the wake of it
all. Already having a love of Christian camping, I applied for a
counselor position at MRO. The thought of working at a Christian
camp in the wilderness of northern Maine gave me hope, and six
weeks later I was driving north from Pennsylvania to Maine!
I am happy to say that being a part of the ministry and mission of
MRO last summer lifted me out of a season of sorrow and gave
me new zeal for the future. I came alive in the atmosphere of
love, joy, and unity built on a foundation of faith in Jesus. Though
we were working hard six days a week, camp was still a place
of refreshment. The Lord picked me up and strengthened my faith
in Him.
Being a staff member at MRO was like being welcomed into a
family. From the first, MRO Director, Seth Coates, and his wife,
Cathy, treated the counselor staff like their own children, caring
deeply for us. They were consistent and kind, wanting the best
for us as we led and cared for campers. This trust relationship
helped the staff to bond as we learned to do our work well.
During the summer, I was often reminded of the beauty of God.
As counselors shared testimonies, I heard about the Lord’s
goodness. As we walked outside each day by the lake, I saw it!
As campers began to experience the truth of the gospel, I sensed
it. Through moments of being tired from work and caring for
campers, God gave us joy. At the end of the summer, I realized
that I didn’t want to be finished with MRO. The door opened for
me to return! I am so thankful for this place, the work that God is
doing here, and the chance to take part in it again.

Colin (back row, far left) with a group of campers ready for a
new adventure!
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Christie Knubel Holmes Deer Run Director, 1990-1992
I first went to Deer Run as a month camper and was placed in the Impala Cabin. Despite a
disastrous first backpacking experience, I returned to Deer Run for 11 summers. My years at Deer
Run added a consistency of relationship and experience through the remainder of my high school,
college, and graduate school years. When there was so much change in my life, camp was a
constant. I created relationships, memories, and was given leadership opportunities that define
me to this day. The weekend of the 75th Anniversary was very nostalgic for me. It was wonderful
to get reacquainted with people I had
not seen for 30 years—to be reminded
that relationships that lay dormant for
a long time can be picked up without
skipping a beat. And to discover that the
impact people make continues through
time, writing on my heart and story. I
realized that the grit, courage, and spirit
that I cultivated when hiking in the
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Moose River Outpost, my daughter
was creating memories and having
experiences of her own. I wondered what she was doing and if she would have the resilience to
turn those experiences into a life-long legacy of her own. I had done my best to encourage her
to embrace all the opportunities that Northern Maine has to offer. I have no assurances that her
experiences will measure up to mine. That will be up to her. I had only done what a lot of parents
do, set her up for adventure, cover her in a lot of prayer, and wait to see where she landed.
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Moving Forward

2 More Weeks of Adventure at
Moose River Outpost: 8 WEEKS!

We are thrilled that MRO reached a milestone for campers in 2019
which will allow us to add two more weeks of camp to the season
in Maine. All we can say is Go MRO!

Preparing for The Next 75 Years

We are looking forward with expectation to how God will use Camp
Brookwoods, Deer Run, and Moose River Outpost to expand the
gospel in the coming years. We invite you to partner with us as we
to serveSavage
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Our Mission at Christian Camps
and Conferences is to foster vibrant
Christian communities located
in awe-inspiring outdoor settings
in which young people are
spiritually transformed through
Christ-centered relationships.

CAMP BROOKWOODS
AND DEER RUN

34 Camp Brookwoods Road
Alton, NH 03809
Phone: 603.875.3600
Fax: 603.875.4606
E-mail: info@christiancamps.net

MOOSE RIVER OUTPOST
P.O. Box 555
Jackman, ME 04945
Phone: 207.668.4877
Fax: 207.668.4008
E-mail: info@christiancamps.net

Follow us:
christiancamps.net | campbrookwoods.net | campdeerrun.net | mooseriveroutpost.net

